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aroused in Germany is another question, and one which hardly
concerns us this morning.

The second principle of United States policy, which I understand
has led them to the occupation of Iceland, has been the declared
will and purpose of the President, Congress and people of the United
States, not only to send all possible aid in warlike munitions and
necessary supplies to Great Britain, but also to make sure we get
them. Here again is a course of action for which the United States
must take the full responsibility. Apart from this, the position of
the United States Forces in Iceland will, of course, require their
being sustained or reinforced by sea from time to time. These
consignments of American supplies for American Forces on duty
overseas for the purposes of the United States will, of course, have
to traverse very dangerous waters, and, as we have a very large
traffic constantly passing through these waters, I daresay it may
be found in practice mutually advantageous for the two navies
involved to assist each other, so far as is convenient, in that part
of the business. I really do not think I have anything further to
say about a transaction which appears at every point to be so very
plain and simple.

[SYRIA]

We have received a formal application from the French High
Commissioner in Syria, General Dentz, for a discussion of terms
leading to an armistice. I need hardly say how very glad His
Majesty's Government will be to see an end brought to this distress-
ing conflict, in which 1,000 to 1,500 British, Australian and Indian
soldiers who volunteered to join the Army in order to defend France
have fallen, killed or wounded, under French bullets as the result
of the lamentable confusion into which the aSairs of so many good
people in so many parts of the world have been thrown by the
victories of Hitler's Army. I, therefore, should welcome the negotia-
tions, and I trust they may reach a speedy conclusion. Pending
any formal arrangement being made, military operations must, of
course, continue without abatement.
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